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Police Force

Even in a non-violent State a police force may be ne-
cessary. This, I admit, is a sign of my imperfect Ahimsa.
I have not the courage to declare that we can carry on
without a police force as I have in respect of an army.
Of course, I can and do envisage a State where the police
will not be necessary; but whether we shall succeed in
realizing it, the future alone will show.

The police of my conception will, however, be of a
wholly different pattern from the present-day force.
Its ranks will be composed of believers in non-violence.
They will be servants, not masters, of the people. The
people will instinctively render them every help, and
through mutual co-operation they will easily deal with
the ever-decreasing disturbances. The police force will
have some kind of arms, but they will be rarely used,
if at all. In fact the policemen will be reformers. Their
police work will be confined primarily to robbers and
dacoits. Quarrels between labour and capital and strikes
will be few and far between in a non-violent State,
because the influence of the non-violent majority will
be so great as to command the respect of the principal
elements in society. Similarly there will be no room for
.communal disturbances.
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